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Focus of presentation

Climate Emergency

SGV opportunity





• October 2018 – IPCC report – need to take emergency action 
and drastically cut greenhouse gas emissions over the next 12 
years to avoid global warming by more than 1.5oC

• Warming > 1.5oC will significantly increase the 
risk and severity of:
– Sea level rise
– Extreme weather events
– Wildlife loss and extinction
– Impacts to health and ability to grow food crops

• Mass social movement in response 
to report findings

The Climate Crisis / Climate Emergency



Two Emergency Targets Set

1. Reduce the Council’s carbon emissions by 60% by 2030

2. Investigate what further actions are necessary to make County 
Durham completely carbon neutral by 2050 and pledge to 
achieve this.



HEAT
38.5% of DCC’s carbon

ELECTRICITY
38.7% of DCC’s carbon

SCHOOLS
37.0% of DCC’s carbon

1) Insulate buildings and 
turn thermostats down.

2) Change where our 
heat comes from by 
using low carbon 
technologies.

Example Project:
Louisa Centre
Minewater Heating

1) Switch off equipment 
and use LED lighting.

2) Create low carbon 
electricity through 
renewable generation 
projects.

Example Project:
Solar Farm at Tanfield 
Lea

2) Replace fleet with 
ultra low emission 
vehicles; electric cars 
and vans.

Example Project:
Trials of electric bin 
hoists / road sweepers

1) Behavioural change.

2) Identify energy 
efficiency projects for 
schools to do with their 
buildings.

Example Project:
Enlighten; schools LED 
lighting replacement

TRANSPORT
22.7% of DCC’s carbon

1) Travel less. Use public 
transport, walk, cycle.

Target 1: Council Emissions
• Four target areas:

• However, this is only 3% of the county’s emissions...



Improve the energy efficiency of our homes, businesses and community buildings

Generate more energy from County Durham’s natural, renewable energy resources 

Find greener ways to heat our buildings such as through district heating systems

Make walking / cycling / use of public transport part of everyday travel culture

Ensure County Durham is ready for the transition to electric vehicles

Increase our woodland cover and rate of peatland restoration

Tackle emissions associated with food production and distribution

Increase levels of recycling, waste reduction, reuse and composting

Target 2: Countywide Emissions
• ...the remaining 97%



Seaham Garden Village Opportunity

• Make new economic use of former mine workings;
• Provide clean energy supply for new homes;
• Potential to deliver social value to the wider 

community;
• Help alleviate fuel poverty;
• Encourage new employment opportunities for 

engineering services;
• Supports the Council to deliver its Climate Emergency 

obligations.



Social Value Outcomes - TOMs



Summary
• The project contributes towards the Sustainable 

Development Goals to achieve a better and more 
sustainable future for all;

• The project will help the Council meet its target of 
reducing countywide emissions to become carbon 
neutral through providing low carbon energy;

• The project offers a range of benefits to the County 
through delivering social value and the creation of jobs; 

• Seaham Garden Village Mine Energy Scheme is an 
excellent opportunity for County Durham and one that 
the Council are excited to facilitate and enable.


